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Ensuring Continued Investment and Digital Growth In A Climate of Global Economic Challenges
Internet Governance Forum

Internet Development Workshop

The Maritim Sharm el Sheikh International Congress Center, Room 9, Siwa
Sharm El Sheikh, Egypt
16 November 2009, 4:30-6:00PM
We will examine the challenges facing all economies at this time, with a special recognition that policy and regulatory decisions are critical in developing economies to address the continued need for investment in high speed networks, Internet access and services, and supportive policies for growth and development. 

Using a multi-stakeholder approach in workshop organization and delivery, we will examine various initiatives of the private sector and of governments, including the important roles of governments “as users”. Participants will be invited to discuss initiatives involving e-health, e-government; e-education and ICT and the Environment.

Emphasis will be placed on highlighting relevant policy drivers that are supporting continued digital growth in the current economic environment. The workshop aims to identify key policy themes as its objective.


This workshop will feature participants from different perspectives and geographic regions discussing why continued investment in high speed networks and increased Internet access is critical to ensuring continued growth and development by providing the necessary access and opportunity for economic expansion.  

Hisham El-Sherif, GIIC Commissioner and Middle East Regional Director will moderate the discussion.  

Following remarks and discussion among the panelists, time will remain for questions and comments from all workshop attendees. The session will be highly informative and provocative for all IGF attendees who have an interest in an environmentally sustainable Internet.  The session will be organized as follows:

· Graham Vickery, Head, Information Economy Group, OECD 
· Masanobu Katoh, GIIC Commissioner and Senior Vice President, Member of the Board, Fujitsu, Keidanren

· Waudo Siganga, National Chairman of the Computer Society of Kenya, World Information Technology and Services Alliance (WITSA) Steering Committee member
· Virat Bhatia, AT&T and Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FICCI)

· Richard Beaird, Senior Deputy United States Coordinator, International Communications and Information Policy US Department of State
Workshop Sponsors
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