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	PRESS BRIEFING:  
KENYA ICT BOARD TO LEAD HIGH LEVEL DELEGATION TO SILICON VALLEY

	Friday, 17 October 2008
	

	Kenya will be sending a high level delegation of officials from government and the private sector to the Silicon Valley in a bid to develop long term partnerships for the development of Kenya’s ICT sector. 

The delegation that will be led by the Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Information and Communications, Dr. Bitange Ndemo will include the Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Lands, Ms. Dorothy Angote and former Permanent Secretary and MP for Karachuonyo, Hon. Eng. James Rege MP. Hon. Rege is the Chairman of the Parliamentary Committee on Energy, Communications and Public Works (the committee that oversees the ICT sector).

Other members of the government delegation are Directors of the Kenya ICT Board, Stephen Kiptinness, Sammy Buruchara and Kevit Desai. They will be joined by private sector players from various local companies, including Telkom Kenya and Safaricom as well as players from the BPO industry, Kencall Ltd and Quest Holding Ltd.
Speaking to journalists, Mr. Paul Kukubo, the CEO of the Kenya ICT Board said that the delegation would be seeking to change the perceptions of Kenya in the Silicon Valley Community and present to them the country as a safe and high potential business and investment destination. He said that the delegation would be seeking to strengthen the relationships that Kenya has had with some of the global multinationals in developmental initiatives including Cisco, Microsoft and Google.

“We want to deepen our strategic engagements with ICT companies globally in order to increase Foreign Direct Investment in the ICT Sector because we believe that this will have great impact in employment and wealth creation as well as in the development of skills,” said Mr. Kukubo adding that the transformation of a country requires partnership between all players. 
The Kenya Delegation will be gaining knowledge and building partnerships on the following:-

· The ICT Strategic Solutions available to help achieve connected and synchronised government services including solutions in the above specific sectors

· Available education and skills transfer programmes for ICT sector including setting up new partnerships for the skills development in Kenya

· The increase in investment in Kenya by Multinational Corporations including through outsourcing some functions to local companies



	
	


