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UNITED BUSINESS ASSOCIATION
TO ALL UBA MEMBERS

Re:   SECURITY TIPS WHILE ON THE ROAD
We do continue to receive reports of insecurity within Nairobi and throughout Kenya. Crime remains the number one threat posed to the general citizenry. It is important to note that a wave of indiscriminate crime has hit the country since the beginning of the year, not sparing even the police. The majority of these crimes were carjacking, robberies and murders.
All of us must therefore continue to remain alert, observant and portray good personal security measures. These measures reduce our chances of becoming victims. Combating crime requires not only an active police force, but also a public that is on its guard. 
Recent events should continually remind ourselves that we are not safe; however, preoccupying ourselves with security issues will not singly guarantee our overall safety. However, we need to know how to react if we fall victim.
If you are involved in a carjacking incident it is important that everyone in the vehicle knows what to do and how to act. These three actions will significantly decrease your risk of injury during the initial stage of a carjacking:
1.
Raise your hands up.
2.
Use your voice (do not shout or scream).
3.
Seek permission to undertake any action.
4. Put your hands up where they can be seen.
5. Do not make eye contact.
6.
Do not make any sudden movements, since this could easily be perceived as retaliatory. 
Inform your captors of all intended actions:
· You could tell them that you do not want to get hurt, which implies that you will not resist.
· You could ask them for permission to park your car.
· You could ask them for permission to undo your seatbelt.
· You could ask them whether you could unlock the door.
· Follow their directions.
· Be non-confrontational; this is what gets a lot of victims killed!
· Indicate a level of co-operation.
· Acknowledge that the criminals are in charge.
· Do not speak unless spoken to.
· Show you do not intend to drive away.

Remember, the best way to avoid a carjacking incident, is to avoid becoming a target. Do not stop on the side on the road unless you do not have a choice, not even to make a phone call or wait for someone; keep your vehicle in motion. Remain vigilant at all times whilst driving, and should you suspect that you are being followed immediately drive to a safe haven (e.g. a hospital compound, police station, restaurant parking lot managed by guards, etc.)
· Be careful all the time and always be alert while on the road. Review what's happening behind and around you with your car mirrors.
· Do not use your mobile phone while driving unless you have a hands free kit.
· Do not play extremely loud music.
· If you come across vehicles slowing down for unknown reason be ready to reverse and return from where you came from.
· Always lock the car doors at all times and if you have to roll down the windows, roll them slightly leaving space that a human hand cannot pass through. This is very necessary especially when caught up in traffic jams.
· Avoid isolated routes that are not familiar.
· Never give lifts to strangers, even if they might appear to be carrying infants.
Do not travel or drive late in the night; given the current situation, we advice that you avoid travel/drive after 2200 hours in the evening. Try to make sure that you get to your residence by 2130 hours at the latest.


Please take time out and cogitate on the above information; you could discuss, or at least share these suggestions with your contemporaries. The above propositions are pertinent to our welfare.
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