Kictanet Meeting

Jacaranda Hotel

April 28, 2006

Notes by Warigia Bowman 


In Attendance

Andrew Karanja: Chair

Charles Nduati

Muriuki Mureithi

Judy Kimiti

Alice Munyua 

Brian Longwe

Warigia Bowman

Absent with apologies
Bill Kagai

Marcel Werner

Joseph Mucheru 

The Agenda
1. Update on setting up the Secretariat 

2. Feedback on Analysis of ICT Bill 2006

3. Planning for the Open Policy Forums at Constituency Level

4. Update on Kictanet Registration

5. Finalized MOU Between AERC and Kictanet 

6. Review of Proposal to IDRC for Institutional Assessment 

7. Fundraising Activities

8. AOB

Andrew Karanja called the meeting to order

· Update on Secretariat

Kictanet now has an account. Kictanet also has auditors, PG Wahome will do periodic audits with reports. The office is located on school lane. AERC will be hosting Kictanet for one year at least. Staff are in place. Kathryn Nyake and Evelyne Njali (sp?). Equipment will be bought. Office will be fully functional next week. Have a phone line. Number will be disseminated. 

· Analysis of ICT Bill

Muriuki is heading a team of 7 people on various sectors. The team is working. They have completed phase 1. Issues that ICT can help Kenyans exploit. The MDGs for example. Now looking at what the bill provides and what is missing. A report has been circulated on the list. 

There will be a media workshop on May 5th at 7:45 am at the Jacaranda. 

Alice noted that someone at the Kictanet Secretariat must make a commitment to animating. Perhaps Ms. Nyake. 
Judy Kimiti was tasked with sending invitations and calling the media for the upcoming workship. Judy will speak to the managing editors and the media owners association. Karanja suggested that Judy get in touch with Alari. 

Note: the media ownership issue was in the policy but was deleted from the bill. 

Note: The Kenya ICT Policy has been gazetted. Published in the Kenya Gazette April 26th 2006. Will come out in Friday’s issue. Can be gotten from the Government Printing Office. 

· Planning for Open Policy Forum

This is Marcel’s issue. Table it. 

· Update on Kictanet Registration

Nyake discuss options for registration on list. Charles summarized as Company, Trust, Society, NGO. 

Sihanya Suggested society. Members opposed. They want a trust. All other entities besides trusts subject to hierarchy. Require board of directors. Need a trust deed. 


Charles asked  how trustees are elected or appointed. Brian said that the trust deed is like a title deed. After the issuance of a trust deed, a certificate is issued. Kimunya made it much harder to establish a trust. Members think we should try to register a trust. 
Members were supposed to go to the bank and ask them what documents are needed to open an account and operate it for a trust. Will the bank both open an account and provide banking facilities on the based of a trust deed? Some banks will let you open an account and deposit but not operate until certificate. 

Is Sihanya doing trust deed? Not yet. We need to give him the go ahead to start working on the trust deed. 

· MOU between AERC and Kictanet 

Informing people that AERC is hosting the Secretariat. AERC is like the landlord. Kictanet pays AERC 10% of all proposals to cover administration. No interference from AERC. AERC hosts office, pays rent. Etc. 

On account. What are the details of the account? Meeting members tried to hash this out. Bottom line is that Charles says that AERC should have more than one signatory to sign checks. 

Signing mandates for the bank account should be Chief Executive of Kictanet, plus at least one of the following, Director AERC, Coordinator Kictanet, Program Committee Member, Kictanet (Mucheru?)

Kicatnet already has 50,000 euros. Also some CATIA funds and some IDRC funds for bill analysis, which is being hosted by APC. ($7500?) and ($12000) for March media workshop. 

Don’t want to start using money in account until auditors take a look at it. Accountants will do monthly finance reports. Want systems in place.

· Review of Proposal to IDRC for Institutional Assessment, M& E, Research, Capacity Building Component. 

· Fundraising Activities. 

Developing USAID proposal. Secretariat has been developing proposals but activities developed by members. 

· AOB

Need to Let members know. Get Judy on Kictanet List. Secretariat must develop contact/phone list. We need to establish quorum numbers. 

Muriuki Mureithi has met with Sheila Maina of ATPS. They have money for ICT. 

African Economic Research Consortium has funding. 

TOR, Nyake has to animate list. 

ICT Board. Was created since new minister and new PS were appointed. Group ministry has been calling for advice. Extra-ministerial. No legal framework for it yet. There are 21 members. 

Kictanet has invited the ICT Board to join us on the 12th. 

· Next meeting, May Friday May 26 4:00 Jacaranda. Charles is tentative chair. Notes by Secretariat. 

