Minutes of the Kenya ICT Action Network Monthly Planning Meeting

July 29, 2005

Jacaranda Hotel room 201

Members Present:

1. Florence Etta

IDRC

2. Maureen Wangati
Measure Africa

3. Henry Belsoi

KIF

4. Angela Waweru
Innovative Lawyering

5. Grace Mutungu
Innovative Lawyering

6. Oscar Mwangi

ABANTU for development

7. S. David Malaba
KITC

8. Wairigia Bowman
Kabarak University

9. Grace Gathoni
AITEC Kenya

10. Dorcas Muthoni
Linux Chix Africa

11. Victor Kyalo
KENET/UON

12. Alfred Oduor
Measure Africa

13. Wainaina Mungai
Oneworld International

14. Doreen Rukaria
KCOMNET

15. Lizette Kraft
KIP/IDRC

16. Brian Longwe
TESPOK

17. Muriuki Mureithi
KICTANET

18. Aida Kamau
CATIA

19. Alice Munyua
CATIA

Absent with Apologies
Tina James
CATIA

Claire Sibthorpe
CATIA

Joseph Mucheru
TESPOK

Ben Sihanya
Innovative Lawyering

1.0 REPORT ON KICTANET ACTIVITIES- Alice Munyua

The convenor Alice Munyua called the meeting to order at 10.30. 

She reported that the CATIA programme managers were in the country and there was a meeting held with all other CATIA componenents working in Kenya on the 27th of July. The following issues were discussed:

· Identification of pressing issues which included VOIP, consumer lobby group (CLG), intellectual property rights (IPR), implementation of the ICT policy

· Activities needed to address important issues in the sector, which included media dialogues, strategy for sector specific policy issues, working plan for the implementation of the ICT policy.

· Collaborating with other CATIA components. 

2.0 RECAP ON MOMBASA ICT POLICY WORKSHOP- Brian Longwe

The Mombasa workshop was organized by the government for dialogue between the government and the industry stakeholders on the ICT policy.

There were a couple of ICT drafts from various sectors:

· Public Sector- The Kibe draft/Karen draft

· Ministry draft- Compilation by the ministry with input from different sectors

· KICTANET draft- this draft was singled out as the working document to be used during the conference.

Logistics of the conference were not smooth. This was escalated by the fact that Kenya Airways was having problems handling the numbers of passengers.

After basic introductions on day two, the participants were requested sign up into groups of the following categories:

· Broadcasting group

· Information and technology services

· Postal services

· Telecommunications

· Crosscutting issues (those that affect all categories)

A large majority of the participants joined the telecomm group and very few joined the postal group. 

The groups were given the relevant sections of the policy to discuss a then present to the conference at the end of the day. However the telecomm group was not able to do so and had to continue into the following day as there were heavy deliberations on contentious issues. By the end of the day, all the groups were able to present their reports to the conference.

Brian was pleased to report that the PS and his staff took an active role in the whole process leading to the success of the conference.

There were issues of gender and environment that did not feature prominently as some of the participants had no grasp of how the two issues relate to ICT. Though they might appear in the document they don’t register seriously on some people’s agenda.

The issue of the availability of the Msa report and progress of the policy so far was raised. Brian explained that there was indeed a cabinet paper that was presented to the Ps for cabinet deliberation. He also confirmed that there was a report on MSA, which he has received via email the previous day. He explained that the documents formed a very large document that could not be sent via Internet. He has also been made to understand that that staffs working on the policy are very few thus the slow pace of things. Alice felt that there should be an issue of transparency and all information relation to the process should be relayed to concerned parties. 

Brian proceeded to read captions of the policy that members wanted to confirm if present. They include issues on gender, environment, collocation open-source, and universal access.

3.0 DEVELOPMENT OF ADVOCACY ACTION PLAN AND WAY FORWARD. Alice Munyua and Florence Etta

During the meeting various issues were identified as of concern in the ICT industry. The members were tasked with the responsibility of identifying activities to be carried out to tackle these issues. The members first grouped the issues into 4 categories then identified strategies, relevant activities and organizations to undertake them. The following table illustrates what the members agreed upon.

	CATEGORY
	STRATEGY
	ACTIVITIES
	 

	ADVOCACY              AND LOBBYING
	Consumer education and reenergize dormant groups

Gender issues

Awareness creation parliamentarians

Awareness creation and knowledge of ICT issues for journalists
	Messaging (SMS) 
	ONEWORLD INT.

	
	
	Monitor Internet societies Kenya
	 Innovative Lawyers

	
	
	Public Forums Monthly
	IEA, KIS, KICTANET

	
	
	- Road shows
	KIF & KENET

	
	
	- Training/sponsoring journalists
	UNESCO

	
	
	- Agenda Kenya
	IDRC

	
	
	- Breakfast for women MPs
	 CATIA 1C

	
	
	 Breakfast meeting Parliamentary committee ICT
	 CATIA 1C

	RESEARCH
	Understand consumers, policy development, implementation, business models for content development

A book that contains various ICT policy themes/topics in Kenya
	Local content
	ACEG

	
	
	Open Source
	ACADEMIA

	
	
	Internet governance
	ACADEMIA

	
	
	MSP
	CATIA&SUMMIT STRATEGIES

	
	
	Consumer lobby groups
	JAMES NGUO & RUSSELL S.

	
	
	Environment
	ONEWORLD INT.

	
	
	Interconnection
	CCK

	
	
	VOIP
	TESPOK

	
	
	Quality of service
	CATIA&SUMMIT STRATEGIES

	
	
	E-governance
	ONEWORLD INT.& IDRC

	
	
	Gender and ICT policy
	 GRACE

	LEGAL
	Work plan for laws needing modification, enactment, omitted in the legal framework as well as constitution.
	Identify deficiency in legal f/w
	

	
	
	New laws
	 TESPOK and 

	
	
	Laws to be discarded
	 INNOVATIVE LAWYERING

	
	
	Constitution review
	 

	
	
	 
	 

	URGENT
	VOIP

Awareness of the issue and how it links to universal access and development
	Media dialogue
	 CATIA1C and Panos

	
	
	Consumer education through
	 

	
	
	-Press release 3-Aug
	CATIA/TESPOK/KIP

	
	
	-Press Conference 5-Aug
	TESPOK

	
	
	-Information leaflets
	SUMMIT STRATEGIES

	
	
	Relevant paper on VOIP
	SUMMIT STRATEGIES

	
	
	Rapid assessment (Sec data)
	CATIA&SUMMIT STRATEGIES


4.0 AOB

Lizette wanted to know if and when KICTANET will be a secretariat. Alice responded by recognizing the benefits of having such a legal structure in place such as funding and daily functioning. However it is up to the members to decide on the best legal structure KICTANET should take. Members can discuss this online on the various lists.

Maureen asked if any of the members knew when the next government meeting after MSA was. Muruki mureithi informed the meeting that a meeting was held on the 10-15 July by the ministry. A cabinet paper was prepared and presented to the PS to present to cabinet.

Mureith Muriuki inquired if there was a mechanism in place to look out and integrate parallel objectives and activities by other groups. Brian commented that that has been achieved to an extent by having Internet correspondence with many other organizations.

However, it was noted by Mungai that there is need to increase participation of all those in the list especially those that are not active.

Wairigia commented that there is need to ensure that KICTANET remains a separate independent entity and should not be absorbed by other organizations. This is so that KICTANET can remain line with its vision.

Alice ended the meeting by thanking everyone for his or her attendance and participation. 

The next meeting was scheduled for 5 Aug after the press conference.

The meeting ended at 2.30 pm

