	ROUNDTABLE ON “POVERTY REDUCTION AND ICTs”

Venue: Jacaranda Hotel

Date: 12th April 2005

SUMMARY OF THE ROUNDTABLE MEETING

By Ms. Nancy Sowho, African Regional Centre for Computing (ARCC)

	OFFICIAL Opening Remarks - By Dr. Shem J. Ochuodho



	Moderator: Alice Munyua APC/CATIA and KICTANET



	SESSION I
	Moderator: Mr. Owino Magana – E-Kazi

	Speaker 1: 
· Poverty Reduction and ICTs in East Africa – Theoretical Background: 
              Mr. John Mutua (Representing Dr. Eric Aligula)– KIPPRA

Mr. Mutua explained to the panel from an economics angle how ICTs can be used in Micro and Macro level. He elaborated on the two levels and their relationship between ICTs and Poverty Reduction. He further explained that the Macro level consists of policies, institutions (regulatory) and others, laws and how this affects economic growth, ICT growth, incentives and welfare changes whereas in the Micro level he spoke about the firm and the household level and their relationship between ICTs and Poverty. He mentioned that the two levels need ICTs systems in place and the Kenya ICT policy should take note of that. He ended his presentation by saying ICTs create wealth by creating jobs and hence improving the overall economy of a country and the impact is on the continent as a whole.

Speaker 2: ICTs and Development on Universal service/access

                  Dr. Winnie V Mitullah – University of Nairobi.

Dr. Winnie V Mitullah said ICT should be viewed at a low level and not as an high profile though the challenges are high costs and security and therefore people don’t have ready access, she mentioned of the revolution of mobile phones and its uses in Kenya and other information Centers e.g. the railway centers which has a free access to information for the youth which in real sense is not accessible to all because of the cost of transportation and distance barriers. She ended her talk by insisting on the fact that the poor should be able to access ICTs and the government should address the cost. 

Speaker 3: Definition of Poverty 

                   Dr. Florence Etta – International Development Research Centre (IDRC)
Dr. Etta informed the audience that research in ICT started as back as 1994 with FIDONET. She also said that poverty is a tag/label on a group. She also insisted that poverty is not only in material wealth but it should be seen through different angles in terms of 

a) Information and knowledge

b) Spiritual poverty

c) Labor poverty

d) Capital/property poverty 

e) Food poverty

She mentioned that information and communication has always existed only that presently, technology has modified it to suit the needs of the society. 

Speaker 4: How ICTs are helping to address MDGs in Kenya?
                    Wainaina Mungai – Open Knowledge Network (OKN)
                    He mentionoed that the following are the Millenium Development Goals (MDGs):

· Halving extreme poverty and hunger
· Achieving universal primary education
· Reducing under-five child mortality by two-thirds
· Reducing maternal mortality by three quarters
· Reversing the spread of HIV/AIDS, malaria and TB
· Ensuring environmental sustainability
· Developing a global partnership for development, with targets for aid, trade and debt relief
He emphasized on how the mobile industry has created employment and made a big impact on poverty eradication.For example Safaricom has created employment. HE also mentioned about the empowerment of women through ICTs and using telemedicine to help highlight issues in the medical world. For example using the the mobile to reverse the spread of HIV/AIDs, Malaria, TB and other diseases. In addition, he mentioned that it would be important to develop a global partnership 
through advocasy in ICT.

Speaker 4: Case Studies

                   Mr. Brian Longwe – AfriSpa/TESPOK

· He said technology advances so fast and therefore any regulations and interference is seen as an impediment. He also touchbased on the GSM mobile telephone and its rapid explosive growth in Kenya but along side he menioned India and Indonesia is challenged by other innovatians (CDMA based services) which is cheaper than GSM.

· In Kenya he mentioned about CCK working on the liberalization but the government interference with the board being dismissed has coused a problem.

· Brazil and Egypt which had a vision of a computer in every home as long as you have a telephone line you are entittled to a computer which is to be paid in instalments. The demand was so much that it not only created employment but also capacity building in assembling computers – this was an impact caused by a single policy objective.

Open Session for Questions and Answers:

The general questions were:

1. What is the government’s reaction to the wireless connectivity cost?

2. Is the government keen in bringing ICTs to school and what have they done about it?

3. What has the government done about the liberalization in telecommunication?

4. Kenya as a country has been left behind in ICT policy and implementation in E.Africa. WHY?

5. Is there any relationship between poverty and ICT, and is the relationship positive or negative?

6. Corruption in ICT is an impediment and an obstacle to development WHY?

There were reactions and answers to various questions as listed above but the moderator wrapped up the session 1 by saying that ICTs cannot be ignored, and that Kenya should take a critical at where other neighboring countries are and move forward with ICT national policy document and further its implementation on the ICT Development in the country.



	SESSION II
	 Moderator: Mr. Oscar Mwangi

	Speaker 1: Empowering rural farmers through ICTs

                 Mr. James Kundu (Representing Dr. Adrian Mukhebi) – Kenya Agricultural Commodity Excahnge (KACE)

KACE mentioned they have two main objectives:

· Linking people to buyers or sellers of agricultural commodities in Kenya in the regional and the international market

· Providing relevant and timely market information such as commodity prices for different markets

They have various several Market Information Centers/ Points (MIC/MIP) centers all over the country (14 in total).  The farmers communicate product information through the mobile to their nearest MICs, which then transmits the information to the Nairobi office, which then sends that information to Safaricom. Safaricom then forwards that information to their subscribers. KACE also have a regional database where they record information about their clients (over 500) located in 26 countries around the world, mostly in Central and Eastern Africa. The clients are required to pay subscription fees. More information can be gotten from www.kacekenya.com. It is their vision to ensure all farmers are part of e-commerce and use web-technology to interact with the world. 

Speaker 2: Gender and ICTs

                 Mr. Oscar Mwangi – Abantu for Development

He began his presentation by stressing that women have a vital role to play in provision of essential services. He emphasized on the need to empower women with ICT knowledge. He focused on the 3 C’s: capacity, connectivity and content. Women with SME’s should have the 3 C’s to have an upper hand in the market. He gave a case study on a Northern Eastern SME group, which uses mobile communication to send information on low-cost high-quality products.  They are currently working on a project whose objective is to create a website for women to use.

Speaker 3: Role of ICTs in Rural Development

                 Mr. James Nguo – Arid Lands Information Network (ALIN) Eastern Africa
He explained that information is one of the crucial factors in the transformation of civil societies as it enhances knowledge of basic rights, promotes people’s empowerment and facilitates equitable/pro-poor growth, improved livelihoods and sustainable development. He mentioned that ICT can be effectively used in production activities, trade, education and research, health and social communication. He gave a case study of the use of ICTs in Kenya, where it was noted that though there is a higher population in rural areas, ICT infrastructure was concentrated in urban areas. Even though organization were working toward as reducing the digital divide between the rural and urban area, the lack of a guiding national ICT policy has been a big hindrance.

ALIN uses satellite technology (WorldSpace Foundation) to disseminate information in useful form in dry rural areas witouht the use of a phone line. For information sharing purposes they use Open Knowledge Network to share local knowledge and content. 

Questions and comments:

1. What is the cost of connectivity?

2. Improvement to accessibility in the most cost-effective manner
3. Why was Kenya left out of the lying of the Submarine fiber cable (SAT3)?
4. All form of communication should be given equal importance and encouraged by the Government with tax incentives especially for gender.
5. Sarah Somins – Programme Manager Oakar Services Ltd.
She mentioned that GIS can help in mapping the country into different zones and how that ICT tool can assist in provision of accurate and timely information. This tool could also be used in schools and other forums to help eradicate poverty.



	LUNCH BREAK

	SESSION III
	Moderator: Gabriel Kago ICT4Use

	Speaker 1: The Role of the Community Media Speaker 

                   Mr Matu Nguri – KCOMNet
He main focus was on how information could help develop community through community broadcasting for example: Twaweza Communication. There are several advantages of community broadcasting: dissemination of information in local voice and local language and two way content generation. He emphasized that the people could voice their opinions freely and audio sound should be digitized. He compared South Africa to Kenya, which only has one community radio station that is a pilot project whereas South Africa has 80 community radio stations.  Therefore to reduce poverty, the ICT Policy should be given priority to increase employment opportunities.

Speaker 2: The Role of Language in Development Communications 

                 Ms. Lucy Mureithi (Representing Prof. Kimani Njogu) Twaweza Communications
She began by defining culture and the relationship between culture and poverty. She emphasized that the country is in information poverty, which is caused by delay of information to the society. The Kenyan culture has not explored the power of ICTs. She emphasized that the educational and entertainment programmes do not embrace the indigenous culture, which is able to bring self-reliant and sustainable development. For example, “Tumechill!” ICT has enormous potential especially for developing countries and ICT should be used to preserve and promote Kenyan culture. 

Speaker 3: The Case of ICTs

                   Mr. Owino Magana – E-Kazi
He mentioned that Kenya has the expertise that presents very good papers but there is no implementation. For example National Poverty Eradication Plan, Structural Adjustment Program, Paper 10, etc. All these papers and more are available in the ministry of planning and development yet no development takes place. He spoke about how Uganda, Rwanda and Tanzania have used the WSIS 03 Action Plan, which take place in Geneva, to develop their national ICT Policy and successfully implemented it. Where is Kenya? He mentioned that 48% of the national jobs in Rwanda are for women – included in the policy.

Questions/ Comments:

1. Issues where raised about the CCK saga (Dissolving of the Board by the Government of Kenya)

2.  There should be no Government interference especially when it comes to regulatory bodies especially in the communication sector
3. Community Broadcasting stations in local languages and voice is of utmost importance
4. In order for implementation of ICTs, leadership and management is a critical factor and ICT politics and corruption should be stopped
5. Good governance that would promote morally and ethical programmes should be implemented. Indigenous programmes should be highly promoted
6. There is a cultural crisis in the media fraternity and it should be addressed

7. Featuring of advertisements in local language is importance as advertising is very powerful
8. Alice mentioned that the Kenyan ICT Policy should be PEOPLE-CENTERED and based on BASIC HUMAN RIGHTS
9. Any policy should be made in stages: analysis and planning, identification, implementation and monitoring and review


	SESSION IV
	Briefs

	Mr. Mike Eldon – KIF/ KEPSA

He commended the meeting that this was the first meeting all sectors in ICT had met to exchange ideas and synergize

He stressed for a policy to be effective, collaborative input is very important as it will be one voice that will enable the proper implementation of the National ICT Policy

He asked what the government was doing in encouraging the private sector in promoting ICT? For example tax incentives and others. He said that human capacity development is vital so as to create a critical mass of people who can work

Mr. Teresio Martins Nyagah – Kenya Institute of Education (KIE)

HE defined poverty and stressed that it is there is not only material deprivation but also other kinds of poverty. He mentioned that education plays an important role in poverty eradication. He compared traditional to contrive learning experience through audio-visual electronic media. He emphasized that in today’s world seeing is believing.  

Ms. Reka Shori – Ministry of Planning and National Development

She spoke about the monitoring and evaluation unit under the Poverty Eradication Commission under the office of the president. She spoke about the Micro Credit/ Micro financing Project that has achieved good results through the Government of Kenya and other donor organizations. She emphasized that the government was working on several social projects dealing with gender, agriculture, education and so on. 



	SESSION V
	Moderator: Ms. Bella Ochola

Panelists: Mr. Fred Josiah – Teknik Supplies

                 Mr. Charles Nandian – Kenya Library Association

                 Ms. Roselyn Gicira - UNIFEM

                 Mr. Ombaso – Globe Affairs

	Panelist 1: Framework for Poverty Reduction through Information and Communication Technology

                  Fred Josiah – Teknik Supplies

He focused on three major areas: Market Forces, Policy Reform, Fortress and the great transitions. He said that the market forces drive ICT development and therefore have to be given an identity. He mentioned that the only way we can move in the ICT sector was by:

· New players in the political field emerge

· Embrace ICT as a poverty reduction tool

· Short and long term action programs initiated

· Temperatures cooled as poor start to see change in their lives

Panelist 2: Mr. Chalres Nandian (KLA)

 He emphasized that the Government should ensure that there is a fully developed ICT library in at least each province and open acces should be givent o all.

Panelist 3: Ms. Roselyn Gicira (UNIFEM)

She focused on gender issues. She emphasized that women should be given greater priority in education, health, agriculture, business and so on. She noted that women in rural areas are unable to access medical care in rural areas. 

Panelist 4: Mr. Ombaso (Globe Affairs)

He emphasized that there would be an international ICT workshop and urged members to prepare for this large ICT event in May. It will be held in Nairobi, Kenya.

Moderator: Ms. Bella Ochola (Kaputei Plantation)

She reported as follows:

· Dialogue among the Government of Kenya, civil societies and the private sector, who are the key players in ICT should be undertaken

· For economic growth, corruption in ICTs should be stopped

· Engage the politicians to knw the importance of ICTs. There is a need on e-enabled politicians who will move the ICT industry to meet the rest of the world

· Liberalization in the ICT industry and legislations should be ICT supportive. The Government of Kenya should make an attempt to eliminate the hurdles/ regulations in ICT

· ICT plays a very important role in information poverty which is a direct link to wealth creation

· ICT should be embraced in every sector of the economy beginning with the Government of Kenya

· Quality knowledge should be shared amongst Kenyans through ICT tools to increase development and improve its economy
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